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The proliferation of Online War Crimes Archives
1. FOCUS

2. DEFINITION

Survey of 52 online archives; Argument for universal guidelines
1st step toward academic examination of online war-crime archive practice

4. TAXONOMY

6. EXISTING GUIDELINES

While the war/core-crime documentation are widely recognized
as vital for investigations, reconciliation, and collective memory,
key technical aspects of the IT infrastructure have not been
sufficiently communicated to legal scholars. Only a few archive
creators have detailed their processes and technologies, and
there has been little analysis of the impact of database design.
To ensure do-no-harm to the information providers,
victims/survivors and the suspect/accused and maximize the
effectiveness of the archives, we are proposing a universal
guidelines for their operation.

Many online war-crime archives have become publicly accessible
Importance of war-crime documentation
Need for comprehensive study of war-crime archives

3. OUR SURVEY

Any online website 
or service that 
collects, stores, 
process, and 
present information 
relevant to 
incidents of war 
crimes, including 
evidence, legal 
materials, or 
memories 

Online war-crimes archives (or archives) 
Existing Archives: Data from 
underlying databases. Via web 
browsers, Platforms like WordPress or 
Drupal (mix of various data)

Evidence
43%

Legal 
materials

39%

Memories
18%

ArchivesArchives of evidence
Collections of testimonies, images and other meta data. 
Meant to be used for prosecution or litigation 

Archives of legal materials
Collections of statutes, rules, decisions, and judgements 
from various courts to be used for legal research by 
lawyers and legal scholars 
Archives of memories
Has educational and policy purposes including 
reconciliation and prevention of historical revisionism

7. PROPOSED PRINCIPLES FOR ARCHIVES

Protection of individuals 
providing information

Prioritize security, Well-
being and privacy

Design to maximize the 
realization of the 

purpose

5. PURPOSES OF WAR-CRIMES ARCHIVES

Legal 
empowerment

Legal and 
interdisciplinary 
research on 
war crimes

Enhances effective 
participation in 
reconciliation
Peace museums

Empowerment    Research           Collective memory 

8. AI4Justice & NEXT STEPS

Project Design - AI4Justice
(With Benjamin Ricaud and Yuto Yokoyama)

Core Crime Archiving 
and Generative AI

Memory 
and 

Peace 
Studies

Law

AI 
engineeri

ng

AI-driven core crime archiving - Potential Difficulties: contextual nuances and 
subjective elements such as emotions, intonation, and facial expressions. 

A Universal Guideline on War/Core Crime Archives

There are many 
relevant guidelines on 
war/core crimes 
documentation and 
cybersecurity
But not universal 
guideline on war/core 
crimes archiving
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